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Tue GovernMeENT OF BiHar established the Mithila Institute
of PostCraduate Studies and Research in Sanskrit Learning at
Darbhanga in 1951 with the object, inter-alfa, to promote advanced
studies and research in Sanskrt Learning, to bring together the
traditional Pandits with their profound learning and the modern
scholars with their technique of research and investigations, to
publish works of permanent value to scholars. This Institute is one of
the five others planned by this Government as a token of their
homage to the tradition of leamning and scholarship for which
ancient Bihar was noted.  Apart from the Mithila Institute, three
others have been established and have been!,doing useful work
during the last three or four years—Nalanda Institute of Research
& Post-Craduate Studies in Buddhist Learming and Pali at Nalanda,
K, P, Jaisawal Research Institute at Patna, and the Bihar Rashtra
Bhasha Parishad for research and advanced studiesin Hind: at Patna,
In the establishment of the Mithtla Institute the State Government
received -a generous donation from the Maharajadhiraja of
Darbhanga for construction of the building on a plot of land also
donated by him.

2. As part of this programme of rehabilitating and re-crientating
ancient learning and scholarship, the editing and publication of
this volume has been undertaken with the cooperation of scholars
in Bihar and outside, The Government of Bihar hope to continue
to sponsor such projects and trust that this humble service to the
world of scholarship and learning would bear fruit in the fulness
of time.



FOREWORD

It is not for me to introduce to the warld of letters and
sobolarship the “late Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit Ramavatar
Sharma of revered memory. His versatile genius brought him
widespread celebrity in his life-time, and through the works
that he has left bohind he will continue to be rememhered with
respect and admiration by generations to comes Deoply stceped
in the ancient lore, he was equally interested in modern deve-
lopments in knowledge in the field of both arts and science.
There was in him a peculiar combination of the profundity of
the traditionsl learning as well as the breadth ofoutlook and
critical facalty of modern scholarsbip and he was extremely
anxions that Indian scholarship even of the traditional type
should be brought up to date and should, indeed, have some
thing new to contribute to the world, Dr. K. P, Jayaswal, the
wellknown orientalist, nsed to say that he belonged to the race
of Kapil and Kanad; that, in fact, he was something more, for
in his company, ove often had the feeling that ttone was with
somebody who was Kapila and Shankar, Kalidas and Panditraj
Jagannatha sli rolled into one”.

It was a tragedy that he lefs us a little too early and that
we could not derive from him the full benefit of his vash and
encyclopaedic learning, He bad conceived the idea of writing
an encyclopaedia in Sanskrit which, however, ho could not give
desired. Navertheless within a

effect to in the manner he
contributions have

comparatively short span of f:time his
been amazingly rich and include poems research papors,
critical essays, speeches and dissertations on a variety of
snbjects. His magnum gpus, of course, is his Sanskrit Texicon.
His philosophical treatise, the Parmartha Darshan is no less
ifmportant, It was acclaimed by many competent to pronounce
an opinion on its sabject-matter that it was the seventh
Darshana, an:addition to the six for which this country and
Sanskrit learning have been justly famous thronghont the
world and will continue to be so through sges.
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It was regrettable that little “attention was paid, till
recently, to make Panditji’s writings readily. available to the
warld, It is, therefore, not without a feeling of gratification
that T am writing these few lines by way of a foreword to the
printed collectivns of Panditji’s Miscellaneous Sanskrit Writings.
The present collection forms the first volume of that scholar’s
wor's in Sanskrit an1 Enghsh, those in Hindi having already
been published by the Bihar Rastrabhasa Parishad, Patna.
The entire series will consist of three volaumes and with the
completion of the series all the writiegs of Panditji will have
been published.

I regard the publication of Panditji's works as the

discharge of a long-tanding debt which this State owed to
him. Tam sure the belatedness of 1t will only help to enhance
its value in the eyes of those who have been eagerly waiting
for the same, It will not bo revealing a secret when [ state
that it was our respected Rashtrapati who first drew our
attention to the need of publishing these writings, Our late
Rajyapal, Madhbava Sri Hari Aney, with the scholar that was
io him, keenly interested himself 1n planning the publication
and the State Government promptly took up the matter and
sanctioned the funis needed for it. Panditji's eldest son,
Professor N. V, Sharma of Patna Ubiversity, performed but a
filial duty in whole-heartedly cooperating in the fulfilment of
the task, Ouar thanks are nevertheless due to him for the
ungrudging assistance that ho rendered in getting the press-
copy duly prepared. Last bat not least, I have to thank
Dr. P, L. Vaidya, Dircctor of the Mithila Sanskrit Research
Institute, Darbhanga, for the zeal and earnestness with which
ho pushed through this work and saw 1t through the press with
«commendable promptitade.

Patna
10=3-56 } -’ Bappivatn Varua
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twhich he called the Paramartha Darshana and which WHJ
acclaimed by many as the soventh system of Indian philosophy.
His magnum opus was the Sanskrit Lexicon, which would be-
published by the Mithila Institute as the last volume of his
Sanskrit and English writings, the first being the present ove.
Dr. K., P, Jayaswal spoke thus of the genins-of Sharmaji
twhen I walked ywith Pandaji I felt that I was with Kapil,

Kanad, Sankars, \avd} Kalidasa, Harsha, Jagannatha rolled
ioto one”.

~Umanath
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giagagen—Officer ( here Ticket collector )
awmiFag—Victoria Terminus
wauEsA—Restaurant Car
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gReerean—Bits of ice
qrEgEigi—=Persian Gulf
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A=At —Arabians
TER i —French
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#weaAfia:—The Mediterranean Sea
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g¥rguin—Pacific Ocean
gEm:—Americans
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x0T —Motor Car
qrAaTaR—Aeroplane
Aagiens—The English -
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